
Dispute Resolution & Recovery of Costs 
Under the Legal Profession Act 2007 (QLD) 
Solicitor & Own-Client

RECOVERY OF COSTS UNDER A COSTS AGREEMENT

Bill is served on client (s329)

Conditional Costs Agreement
s323

Lump Sum Bill
s330(1)

Itemised Bill
s330(1)OR

Client or third party may 
request itemised bill

s332(1) 

Law practice has 28 days 
to comply with request

s332(2)

Law firm must wait 30 days from issuing 
itemised bill to commence proceedings 

to recover costs
s332(5)

Law firm must wait 30 days from 
issuing bill to commence proceedings 

to recover costs
s332(4)

OR

If no resolution

Dispute Bill
(negotitate)

Costs Assessment

Options if a 
dispute arises

Costs MediationOR

Costs Assessment

Client can make an application for Costs 
Assessment under s335 - can be made if costs have 
been paid in full or part without a bill being issued - 
must be made within 12 months after bill given or 

request made

A Law Firm can make an application for Costs 
Assessment under s337 - can be made even if costs 

have been paid without a bill - application must be 
made in way provided for under the UCPR 1999

OR
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Costs Agreement
s322 OR

https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.329
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.323
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.330
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.330
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.332
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.332
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.332
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.332
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.335
https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.337
http://admin@natcostlaw.com.au
http://admin@natcostlaw.com.au
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https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2007-024#sec.322


APPLICATION FOR COSTS ASSESSMENT

File a Form 60
Application for Costs Assessment (UCPR) to have your legal costs assessed under the Legal Profession Act 2007.

File a Form 46
Affidavit in support of the application at the same time.

When you file the application, the Registry will allocate a date for a Directions Hearing before a Judge or Magistrate. A copy 
of the Application and supporting Affidavit must be served on the other party or their legal representative within seven days 
of filing the application. You may be required to serve the documents on other parties such as a law practice or a third party 

payer (see Legal Profession Act 2007, s339).

How is the Costs Assessor chosen?
- A Costs Assessor approved by the Court can perform Costs Assessments
- If both parties can agree on a Costs Assessor to perform the Assessment, a request for a consent order can be filed with    

the Registry. The request should, if possible, be accompanied by the consent of the Costs Assessor
- The Registrar can make a consent order where appropriate and the Directions Hearing date will be vacated
- If no agreement can be reached, the Judge or Magistrate will appoint an Assessor at the Directions Hearing 

You should obtain the written consent of the Costs 
Assessor before you nominate them to conduct the 
Assessment. The consent should be dated, signed 

and be included in the application if possible.

The application for a Costs Assessment will be 
referred to the Court for a Directions Hearing.

What happens at the Hearing?
At the Directions Hearing the Judge or Magistrate 
can:
- Canvass any issues or potential problems
- Make directions to the parties and decide any 

relevant issues
- If an itemised bill has not been provided, order 

that one be prepared; and/or
- Order that a particular Costs Assessor be 

appointed to perform the assessment of costs

What happens at the Assessment?
The Costs Assesor will decide on the procedure for Assessment. The Cost Assessor will consider:
- Whether or not it was reasonable to carry out the work to which the legal costs relate
- Whether or not the work was carried out in a reasonable way
- Relevant Costs Agreement
- The fairness and reasonableness of the amount of legal costs in relation to the work including compliance with the Legal 

Profession Act 2007

What happens after the Assessment?
The Costs Assessor will file a Certificate of Assessment with the Registry within 14 days after the Assessment is 
completed and will give a copy of the certificate to the parties involved. The parties or the Court can then bring the matter 
on for a Directions Hearing. Any matters still in dispute can be resolved by the Court, and the Court will consider the 
certificate of the Costs Assessor when it gives its judgement.

What can I do if I am unhappy with the Costs Assessor's Assessment?
You can request written reasons within 14 days of receiving the Costs Assessor's Certificate of Assessment. The Costs 
Assessor must provide the written reasons within 21 days. The party requesting the reasons must pay the Costs Assessor's 
costs for preparing the reasons.

The Court to review the decision of the Costs Assessor
An application for review must be filed within:
- 14 days of receiving the written reasons; or
- 14 days of receiving the Certificate of the Costs Asessor, if you did not apply for reasons.
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(under the UCPR 1999 in accordance with the Legal Profession Act 2007 (QLD)

If parties agree on Costs Assessor If no agreement on Costs Assessor
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